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MOSCOW, Feb. 25 — The Communist 
establishment suffered a double blow 
today as protesters across the country 
thronged the streets in a defiant call 
for a share of power while one republic, 
Lithuania, voted to end Communist 
rule, ; 

In at least 20 cities from the Baltic 
Sea to the Sea of Japan, citizens braved 
an official scare campaign, registering 
their impatience and anger with Presi- 
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev’s pace’ of 
change through quiet demonstrations. 

The peaceful rallies, the first nation- 
wide independent show of strength by 
the country’s pro-democracy opposi- 
tion, were held to promote insurgent 
candidates in next Sunday’s elections 
for control of the three largest Soviet 
republics, Russia, the Ukraine and 
Byelorussia, and to demand an East- 
ern European-style round table with 
the Kremlin on a transfer of power 
from the Communists. 


Landslide for Independence 


Lithuania held its vote on Saturday, 
the first multiparty contest in the 
Soviet Union since just after the Bol- 
shevik’ Revolution. As expected, the 
voters soundly rejected the Commu- 
nists and a gave the Lithuanian parlia- 
ment a strong mandate for independ- 
ence from the Soviet Union. [Page 
Ai0.] y 


Candidates backed by the Lithuanian ; 
independence movement Sajudis swept 
72 of the 90°seats decided ‘in the new: 
14}-seat 
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But hostility to the Communist Party _ 
was unusually open, in some of the 
speeches and in placards waved above 
the crowd. “C.P.S.U., Nuremberg 
awaits you,” said one. “Corruption and 
fhe party are twin brothers,” said an- 
er. 


Sergei Kuznetsov, a dissident jour- 
nalist released last month from a jail in 
Sverdlovsk, delivered one of the angri- 
est speeches, denouncing Lenin as a 
“totalitarian” and Mr. Gorbachev as 
his heir. 

“What can we expect from a round 
table between democratic forces and a 
criminal Government?” he asked, to 
loud applause. 


Frightening the Public 


Other candidates called on the Com- 
munist Party apparatus at all levels to 
step down. 

The attendance here was noticeably 
smaller than at a similar rally outside 
the Kremlin.walls three weeks ago, but 
that event was officially encouraged as 
a warning to hard-liners on the eve of.. 
an important gathering of thé Commu- `, 
nist leadership. i 
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` challenges from nonparty members 
- and Communist insurgents, many of 
them fighting uphill races against ma- 

~ chine tactics and news blackouts. 

Voters also went to the polls in the 

_ Moldavian republic, where the first 
free elections under Soviet rule were 
expected to benefit another front seek- 

- ing autonomy from Moscow. No results 
were available today. 

The protest rallies across the Soviet 
heartland may prove to be an even 
greater humiliation to the Communist 
Party than the loss of Lithuania, be- 
cause the authorities used everything 
from warnings of bloodshed to an ap- 


peal by the Russian Orthodox Church 
to keep people at home. 

The scare tactics surely reduced the 
turnout, but in Moscow at least they 
left many residents wondering, What is 
this opposition that has Mr. Gorbachev 
so frightened? 

“Authorities: You don’t frighten us; 
you're just frightening yourselves,” 
was the message an elderly protester 


—— This time, although the marchers got 
a last-minute permit from the city, the 
Crowds defy a authorities pulled out all stops to 
7 frighten the public into staying away. i 
Schoolteachers warned children to.: 
fear campaign stay indoors, nurses at Moscow hospi- ``: 
tais were told to brace for injuries, and- : 
that even used in many work places.employers hinted 
that the day would be a violent one. ja 
the church. Official television and newspapers 


publicized appeals for calm from the 
Communist Party, the Council of 
Ministers, the Parliament, the police 
and the artistic unions, but refused to 
give- the demonstration’s organizers a 
chance to explain their purpose. 
Circulars distriouted anonymously 3 
in Moscow, and repeated as rumors by ; 
some Communist Party officials, 
_warned that the opposition planned to 
seize’ power by force. Saturday night’s 
main television news program fea- 
tured a senior prelate of the Russian 
3] 


' scrawled on cardboard and wore 
around her neck as she moved through 
a crowd that was predominantly main- 
stream and middle-aged. _— 

. Judging from photographs made 
from above, about 50,000 people 
jammed into a stretch of Moscow’s 

road garden ring road, although the 
police claimed that twice that number 
turned out, and organizers inflated the 
figure by several times. : 

Soviet press agencies - reported 
crowds ranging from a few hundred in 
Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan, 
where the rally was banned, to tens of 
thousands in Minsk, the Byelorussian 
capital. Major cities in most regions of 
the Slavic vastness reported pre-elec- 
tion gatherings in the thousands, 


‘Oh, I Am So Sick of Him’ 


In Moscow, the attitude toward Mr. 
Gorbachev in the speeches and crowd 
remarks varied from disappointment 
to bitterness, Participants scorned the 
Soviet leader as a half-hearted reform- 
er, as a captive of a Stalinist system 
and as out of touch or hungry for 
power, i Straightforward account of the meet- 

“Oh, I am so sick of him,” sald) ing, E the impressive crowd but _ 
‘Tamara N. Zveryeva, a pensioner omitting the anti-Gorbachev speeches. 
when asked about Mr, Gorbachev's} Oleg Rumyantsev, one of the rally or- 
proposal to fashion himself a more ganizers, charged that the fear cam- ‘ 
powerful presidency, Wordy and arro} paign in recent days was organized b: : 


Orthodox Church, who invited “‘believ- 
ers and nonbelievers’”’ alike to begin an 
Easter fast today. 

“On fast days,” the prelate, Metro- 
politan Pitirim, an official favorite, sol- 
emnly intoned, ‘‘we try to go outside as 
little as possible. We go to church or 
stay home in front of the icon.” 


This morning Moscow was _rein- © 
forced by thousands of unarmed police 
and troops who blocked routes to the 
Kremlin and contributed to an early 
tension as the crowd gathered. The pro- 
testers and the police soon relaxed, and 
the day passed without a serious inci- 
dent being reported anywhere. : 

Television tonight gave a reasonably 


gant was her verdict, a aratchiks in an attempt to di- 

Then she relented a bit and added: PA ah pppositian chances in the elec- 
tions and to bolster Mr. Gorbachev’s 
campaign for new presidential powers. 

ss toe 1937, there has not been such - 
an unprecedented campaign of hyste- 
ria, rumors, fear, slanders and provo- 
cations,” said Gavriil K. Popov, an | 
economist and rally organizer. ______. 


y The main pu ose of the rally toda 
_ | was to tout idates for the Russ 
"parliament who have been endorsed b 


